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APPLICANT: Etjenne COUSIN ) Group Art Unit: 3655 
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SERIAL NO: 10/070,776 ) Examiner:Brian E. Glessner 

) 

FILED: April 8. 2002 ) EXPEDITED PROCEDURE 

) AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 

TITLE: Rail Section For Fixing A Stretched Web, False partition Such As A 

False Ceiling Or False Wall Comprising Same 



AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) Rail A rail section for stretched fabric false partitions, 
said section comprising; at le ast one 

a groove defined by twe^atorel - w alte an internal wing, an external wing and a 
base A wal l , sa i d groovo b ei ng dosign e d to conta i n at le ast one odg o of the otrctohod 

pi e c e , s aid rai l se ction compri s ing a joint, charact e r i z e d in that said joint k ee ps tho 
edg e of th e stretch e d fabric p i nched in soid - g r^ove^etweett^^ i nterna l 
fa ce of ono of said l atcr alwatrS^ d i ffer eft^ff^tef4a l h a ving a 

prope rty of fl e x i b il ity d i ff e r i ng from that of th e mat e ria l constitut i ng th e wa ll s of sa i d 
groov e . 

a groove defined bv an internal wing, an external wing and a base: 

an interval adjacent to the external wing and separating the external wing 
from a mounting surface: 

a joint including a No. and a flap outside the groove, said flap extending 
outward from said exte majwinq toward said mounting surface: 

said lip being shaped and configured to pinch the fabric of the false partition 
between said lip and said internal wing. 

2. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 , characterized In that 
wherein the cross-section of said groove is in general shaped like aVor U, the 
extreme portions of the lateral walls of the groove opposite the base wall of the 
groove defining an opening at least partially sealed off by the joint retaining the edge 
of the stretched fabric. 

3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to c l aim - 3, characterized in that 
claim 1, wherein the lip je*Frt is af* approximately flat joint, the an internal face of the 
lip being approximately parallel to its an external face of the lio . 

5. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 4, characterized i n that 
wherein the sing le lip of the joint extends approximately perpendicular to its cupport 
wait the external wing . 

6. (Currently Amended) Rail Section according to claim 4 r charact e riz e d i n that 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is placed disposed inside the groove. 

7. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 4 characterised in that 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is in support against the lat e ral wa ll internal wing 
of the groove placed opposite the jo i nt cupport w all external wing , 

8. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to o lo ir n - 3, characterized in that 
claim 1. wherein the joint has a sol e single lip that extends a l ong at an angle of less 
than 65° with respect to i ts support wall the external wing . 

9. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 8, charact e riz e d in that 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is plac e d disposed inside the groove. 

10. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 9, GtoFoctorized in that 
wherein the free edge of the lip has a free edge of the lip is in support against the 
l at e ra l wa l l internal wine of the groove p l ac e d opposite the jo i nt cupport w all external 
wing . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Rail section according to c l aim 3, charact e r i zed in th a t 
th e support wa ll of th e s i ngle lip claim 1 . wherein the external wino has an extreme 
portion, the single lip of the joint projecting from said extreme portion. 

12. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 , ohoraotcrizod i n that 
wherein the lip of the joint comprises an interna! face orientated towards the base 
waU of the groove and an external opposing face, the internal face and the external 
face of the joint not being parallel to each other. 

13. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12, characteriz e d i n that 
wherein the internal face of the s i ng le lip of the joint extends approximately 
perpendicular to its support wa ll the external wino . 

14. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12. charact e riz e d i n that 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is plac e d disposed inside the groove. 
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15. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12, characterize d - in th at 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is in support against the l a t e r a l wall internal wino 
of the groove placed opposite the oupport wo ll of the jo i nt external wing . 

16. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12, characteriz e d i n that 
wherein the internal face of the singl e lip of th e joint extends ateng at an angle less 
than 65° with respect to its support wall external wing . 

17. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 16. characterized in that 
wherein the lip has a free edge that is placed disposed inside the groove. 

18. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 17, charact e riz e d in that 
wherein the free edge of lip is in support against the l atera l wall internal wing of the 
groove p l aced opposite the jo i nt Gupport wa l l external wing . 

19. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12, characterized in that 
th e support wal l of tho ^ s i ng l c 4i p wherein the external wing has an extreme portion, 
the single lip of the joint projecting from said extreme portion. 

20. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 12, charactorized In that 
wherein the joint has sole single lip, the external face of the sote lip extending 
approximately perpendicular to the lat e ra l w all s internal and external winos of the 
groove. 

21 (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 , charactoriz e d i n that 
wherein the joint li£ comprises two li p s a first and a second lip , each lip projecting 
from either one of the l atera l wal l s internal or external winos of said groove, said joint 
support wa l l r n ameiy-a-fi ret li p known ao o support lip, and a second lip known ac 
masking l ip, th e an internal face of the first lip being orientated towards the base watt 
of the groove be ing and slanted with respect to th e jo i n t su pport wal l at least one of 
the wings , the an external face of the second lip opposite the base watf of the groove 
being perpendicular to th e jo i nt support wall at least one of the winos . 

22. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 21 , charact e riz e d i n that 
wherein the first lip has a free edge that is In support against the l atera l wa ll internal 
wing of the groove plac e d opposite the joint oupport wall external wino . 

23. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 21 , chamctor i zod i n that 
wherein the internal face of the first lip is slanted by at an angle of less than 65° with 
respect to the joint support wa ll external wing . 
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24. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 21 , charact e r i zed i n that 
the support wall of the joint wherein the external wing has an extreme portion, the 
two first and second lips projecting from said extreme portion. 

25. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1, oharaoterig o d i n that 
th e joint wherein the lip comprises tw» first and second lips, each lip projecting from 
one of the iatefat-woite internal or external wings of said groove and comprising an 
internal face opposite the base waW of the groove and an external opposing face. 

26. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 25, etorasterisea-i n that 
tb©4we wherein the first and second lips are approximately symmetrical with respect 
to a plane perpendicular to the base waJi of the groove and plac e d extending halfway 
from between the two - tatePO l woHs internal and external wings of the groove. 

27. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 25, charact e r i sed i n that 
wherein the internal face of at least one of the two first and second lips is slanted fey 
at an angle of less than 65° with respect to the lat e ral support wal l of sa i d l ip internal 
or external wing from which the slanted lip extends . 

28. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 25 p charact e rised in that 
wherein the external face of at least one of the two first and second lips extends 
perpendicular to the support w al l of said l i p internal or external wing from which the 
lips extend . 

29- (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 2, charact e ri se d in that 
t ftc l ateral walls of the gr oo ve wherein the internal and external wings are made of 
an approximately rigid material selected from the group comprising metal alloys and 
rigid polymers, the joint being made of a substantially flexible material, such as a 
flexible polymer. 

30. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 , charact e ris e d in th at 
wherein the rail section is obtained by co-extrusion or duplicate moulding of different 
materials, namely a first material constituting the substantially rigid walls of tho 
groov e internal and external wings and a second material constituting the joint. 

31 . (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 30, character i cod in that 
the wa ll s of tho groovo wherein the internal and external winas are made of a rigid 
PVC-based material, the joint being made of a flexible PVC. 

32. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 , character i sed in that 
tho rai l sect i on comprises an e xt e rnal w i ng from wh i ch protrud e s p e rp e nd i cu la r l y is a 
cor e b e aring proj e cting an int e rnal wir§ 7 wherein said internal wing bemg js 
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approximately parallel to the a lower portion of the external wing, the internal wing 
and th o l ow or s ection of the e xternal w i ng forming th o l at e r al wa ll s of - oo i d groove, 
th e ooro of the -pati s ection const i tut i ng th e bac o wa ll of c a i d groovo ,4fre and an upper 
portion of the external wing comprising a C-shaped groove able to receive means for 
assembling 4he two portions of the rail sections, 

33. (Currently Amended) Palse A false wall comprising a stretched fabric fixed 
along its edges to a support fixed onto tho wa l ls of a mounting surface in a room, 
said support comprising a rail formed of port i ons - of rail sections as shown in 
according to claim 1 , characterised in that wherein the edge of said fabric is provided 
with an excess thickness taking support against the an internal face of the joint. 

34. (Currently Amended) False wall as shown i n according to claim 33 and used 
as a false ceiling, the groove for the rail section being oriented downwards, the 
latera l wa ll s internal and external wings of the groove being approximately vertical, a 
fi rst l ateral wa l l the external wing of the groove being mounted close to a wall the 
mounting surface and the second lateral wall internal wing of the groove being 
situated towards the inside of the room, the ftrs t l atera l wa ll external wing having a 
lower extreme portion, the joint extending proj e ctwg from said lower extreme portion, 
the excess thickness of the edge of the fabric being forcefully introduced upwards 
between the a free edge of the joint and the s e cond lat o ra l w att internal wing of the 
groove so that said excess thickness takes support both against the an internal face 
of the joint and the an internal face of the se cond late faJ-waU internal wing of the 
groove, the fabric stretched horizontally being thus deviated upwards so as to 
penetrate into the groove of the rail section whilst taking support on the a lower 
extreme edge of the s e cond l ateral wal l internal wlna of the groove. 

35. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 34, c h a K H G toriood in that 
tho two latora l wa lls wherein the internal and external wings of the groove have 
approximately identical heights, the an external face of the joint being p l aced 
disposed perpendicular to sa i d l atera l wa ll o the internal and external winas. and thus 
in the continuity of the stretched fabric. 

36. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 34, characte ri sed i n that 
the two lat e ra l wallc wherein the internal and external wings of the groove have 
different heights, the first l at e ral wa ll external wino of the groove close to the watt 
mounting surface being of smaller height than the oooond lateral wall, tho internal 
wine an external face of the joint being slanted by an angle so as to form a 
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continuity selutkm between *he an extension plane of the stretched fabric and said 
lower oxtrom i ty extreme portion of the fosUatep a l- waH external wing . 

37. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 34, charact e ri sed4n4hat 
toe- wherein an external face of the joint is made of a material exhibiting a colour, tint 
or brightness identical to or coordinated with those of the stretched fabric. 

38. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 34, GhafiacteRse€i-Hvtl^at 
wherein the se cond latera l waH internal wing of the groove under which the stretched 
fabric takes support has a lower extremity that is rounded. 

39. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 34, char a ct erised i n that 
whe rein the false wall comprises two ooplanar horizonta ll y stretched fabrics, ta© 
e dg e s - of s aid two stretched fabrics b o ing r e tain o d in c id o a gr oove of a ra il section 
fix e d und e r the - oe ili ngof - a room, said rail section further comprising supper 
hor i zontal cor e prolongated downwar d s by a vort i ca l a central wing and two othor 
l ower ho riz ontal wings situated on both sid ec of tho vortioa l central wing disposed 
between t he internal and external wings , the horizont al wings constituting the lateral 
walls of for two oppo si ng grooves arela , said joint support being provided for 
retaining the excess thicknesses of the edges of the two stretched fabrics inside the 
grooves . 

40. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 5, charact e ris e d in th a t 
wherein : 

the lip has a free edge that is p l ac e d disposed inside the groove; 
the a free edge of the lip is in support against the lat e ra l wa ll internal wing of 
the groove placed opposite the jo i n t support wall external wing . 

41 . (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 4, characteris e d i n th a t 
wherein : 

the sele lip of the joint extends atef*g at an angle of less than 65° with respect 
to i ts support wa i l the external wino : 

the lip has a free edge that is placed inside the groove; 

the free edge of the lip is in support against the later e wa ll internal wing of the 
groove plaeed opposite the jo i nt support w a ll external wino : 

the s upport - w att external wina has an extreme portion, the single lip projecting 
from said extreme portion. 

42. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 3. charact e ric o d in that 
claim 1. wherein : 
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the lip of the joint comprises an internal face orientated towards the base wall 
of the groove and an external opposing face, the internal face and the external face 
of the jeifrt Jig not being parallel to each another, 

the internal face of the sm^Je lip of the joint extends approximately 
perpendicular to i ts support wal l the external wing : 

the lip has a free edge that is plaeed disposed inside the groove; 

the free edge of the lip is in support against the latera l wall internal wing of the 
groove p l ac e d opposite the s upport - wa ll of tho - joint external wing . 

43. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 1 3, characterised in that: 
the interna! face of the s i ng l o lip of the joint extends a l ong atan angle less 

than 65° with respect to its support wall the external wino : 

the free edge of the lip is p l acod disposed inside the groove; 

the free edge of the lip is in support against the lat e ral - wa ll internal wing of the 
groove placed opposite the jo i nt cupport wa l l external wing : 

the support wa l l externa) wing has an extreme portion, the single lip projecting 
from said extreme portion: 

the external face of the sing le lip of the joint extends approximately 
perpendicular to the latef a l wa l ls internal and external wings of the groove. 

44. (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 2, charoctor i s e d i n that 
wherein : 

the joint M comprises two l ipc a first and a second Ho. each lip projecting from 
either one of the l otoral wal l a internal or external wings of said groove, sa i d jo i nt 
support wa l l, na roely-a4tf st l ip known as a support li p, and a se cond li p known a s-a 
masking l i p, th o an internal face of the first lip being orientated towards the base wall 
of the groove b e ing and slanted with respect to t ho joint support wa ll , the at least one 
of the wings, an external face of the second lip opposite the base wall of the groove 
being perpendicular to th e joint support wa l l at least one of the wings : 

the first lip has a free edge that is in support against the l a t oral wa H internal 
wing of the groove p l ac e d opposite the joint cupport wal l external wing : 

the internal face of the first lip is slanted fey at an angle of less than 65° with 
respect to the joint support w al l external wing : 

the jo i n t s u pport - wa ll external wing has an extreme portion, the 4we first and 
second lips projecting from said extreme portion. 
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45, (Currently Amended) Rail section according to claim 2, characterised in that 
wherein : 

the jofftt lin comprises two li p s a first and second li p, each lip projecting from 
either one of the l at e ral wal ls internal or external wings of said groove and 
comprising having an internal face opposite the base wall of the groove and an 
external opposing face; 

the two first and second lips are being approximately symmetrical with respect 
to a plane perpendicular to the base watt of the groove and ploccd extending halfway 
from between the two la t cr o l- wo J lG internal and external wings of the groove; 

the internal face of at least one of the two-lips ts being slanted by an angle of 
less than 65° with respect to the lat e ral support wal l of c a id l ip internal or external 
wing from which the slant ed lip extends : 

the external face of at least one of the two lips extends perpendicular to the 
support wa l l of paid l ip internal or external wing from which Hps extend : 

the l at e r a l wa ll a internal and external wings of the groove are made of an 
approximately rigid material selected from the group comprising metal alloys and 
rigid polymers, the joint being made of a substantially flexible material, such as a 
flexible polymer; 

the rail section is obtained by co-extrusion or duplicate moulding of different 
materials, namely a first material constituting the substantially rigid walls wings of the 
groove, and a second material constituting the joint; 

the walls wings of the groove are made of a rigid PVC-based material, the 
joint being made of a flexible PVC; 

tho rail oooi i o n comprises an o xtomal wing from which protrud es 
perpend i cu l arly is a cor e b e aring projo ottag a n interna l wing, said internal wing being 
approximately parallel to the a lower portion of the external wing, tho internal wing 
and tho lowor s e ction of tho oxtomal wing forming th o lat o ra l walf c of c aid groovo, 
th e coro of th e rai l coction conoti t ut i ng th o base wa l l of said groov o , tho and an upper 
portion of the external wing comprising a C-shaped groove able to receive means for 
assembling tha two portions of tho butt rail sections. 

46. (Currently Amended) False wall as shown in claim 33 and used as a false 
ceiling, wherein: 

the groove for the rail section being oriented downwards, the lateral walls 
internal and external wlnos of the groove being approximately vertical, a firot -lateral 
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waU the external wing of the groove being mounted close to a-waW the mounting 
surface and the sec o nd l atera l wa ll internal wing of the groove being situated 
towards the inside of the room, the first l atera l wa ll external wino having a lower 
extreme portion, the joint extending pf©jeeto=*§ from said lower extreme portion, the 
excesss thickness of the edge of the fabric being forcefully introduced upwards 
between the a free edge of the joint and the second-l ateral wall internal wing of the 
groove so that said excess thickness takes support both against the an internal face 
of the joint and the an internal face of the GO Go nd l atera l wa ll internal wing of the 
groove, the fabric stretched horizontally being thus deviated upwards so as to 
penetrate into the groove of the rail section whilst taking support on the a lower 
extreme edge of the seee nd l atera l wa ll internal wing of the groove; 

the two latera l wal ls internal and external wings of the groove have one of 
approximately identical heights, the an external face of the joint being plased 
disposed perpendicular to said l at e ra l wa to the internal and external wings , and thus 
in the continuity of the stretched fabric and^ 

the internal and external wings having different heights, the first latoral wall 
external wina of the groove close to the waH mounting surface being of smaller 
height than the se cond l a t cre tf-w a U, the internal wing, an external face of the joint 
being slanted by an angle so as to form a continuity s olution between the an 
extension plane of the stretched fabric and the lower e xtrem i ty extreme portion of the 
fir s t l atera^watt external wing : 

the an external face of the joint is made of a material exhibiting a colour, tint 
or brightness identical to or coordinated with those of the stretched fabric. 

47. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 46, characteris e d in that 
the lower extrem i ty extreme edge of the se cond la te ral wa i t internal wing of the 
groove under which the stretched fabric takes support is rounded. 

48. (Currently Amended) False wall according to claim 46, charactoricod in that 
wherein the false wall comprises two eap l anar horizonta ll y stretched fabrics, the 
e dgoG - of said two stretched fabr i cs b ei ng r e ta i nod incid o a groove of a ra il oootion 
f i xod under tho co ili ng o f a room, said rail section further comprising an - upp er 
hor i zonta l co r op re to ng a t cd downwards by a v e rti cal a central wing and two othor 
low e r hor i zont a l wingo s it u ated on both o i dco of the vertical c e ntra l wing disposed 
between t he internal and external wines , the horizont al wings constituting the lateral 
walls ef for two opposing grooves and a . said joint support being provided for 
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retaining the excess thicknesses of the edges of the two stretched fabrics inside the 
grooves. 
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